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“The scholar is the delegated intellect.
He   is    MAN   THINKING.”

- Ralph Waldo Emerson
“The American Scholar”

Our 66th National Convention will be held virtually on March 25-26, 2021, with the Kappa Phi  
(Jackson State University) Chapter serving as our host.  Thank you Dr. Loria Brown Gordon (advisor),  
Ms. Santavaya Jordan (coordinator), and the JSU family for your willingness to serve. 

Please prepare to have your chapter represented at this meeting.  The registration fees are as follows: 

*$200 Chapter Fee (if your chapter has not paid its annual fee) 
*$170 Chapter Fee (if your chapter is current) 

$25 Retiree and Alumni Fee 
 

* Chapter registration provides access for all currently enrolled students and advisors.   
More convention details will be shared soon. 
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This summer, President Yon issued a call for a special pandemic issue of our newsletter.  In it, she noted the  
nation’s unrest in the midst of the Covid-19 pandemic, as well as a presidential election of historic proportions!  
Below, we share a few responses that represent different generations but similar perspectives. Enjoy!   

As a black woman, a college student, a mental health advocate and simply a human being, 
this year has been the most overwhelming year ever. Ever since the Covid pandemic start-
ed it’s like things have been going downhill. Along with the pandemic, black people are 
going through a modern day revolution, yet the tactics being used against us are nowhere 
near modern or just, simply repeated. My fellow black sisters and brothers are being shot 
and killed, going missing, still being disrespected, misunderstood, racially profiled and the 
list goes on. 

I have felt not only overwhelmed but very anxious during this time, not only have I been 
going through emotions like everyone else but like I previously mentioned, I’m a mental 
health advocate as well. So not only have I been using this time to be authentic but to also 
provide advice, resources and tips to help individuals navigate what we have all been feel-
ing. I have been using my time not only to heal but also be intentional about self-growth 

and self-discovery. Currently I am not taking summer classes but I have been studying for the GRE and using 
time to read and still educate myself. 

As I conclude, I encourage us (black people) to still find time for things that bring you joy, find time to connect 
with friends and family, and reset so we can continue to fight. 				            (Cont’d on pg.4)

Maya Williams, Kappa Iota (FAMU) Chapter

Chapter Installation & Induction

Congratulations to the following students who were inducted on November 17, 2020, as Charter Members of the 
Mu Upsilon (Grand View University) Chapter: Denyse Agahozo, Payton R. Anderson, Naomi G. Begay, Abel 
Kah, Shane Ligammari, Styve Smedshammer, Amara K. Taylor, Mariana Villa-Drees, Kameron A. Wheelock, 
and Theresa Wilson. 

Regional Director, Dr. Frances Dorsey, issued the charter; President, Dr. Veronica Yon, conducted the induction; 
and Executive Secretary-Treasurer, Dr. Mollie Brown, shared remarks. 

Welcome to our Fellowship! A special thank you to Dr. A’ndria Wilson (advisor), President Kent Henning, and  
Provost Carl Moses for supporting the installation of our society at Grand View University. 
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Dr. Peter Eley Honored by UNC Board of Governors for 
Teaching Excellence
Dr. Peter Eley, a Professor of Mathematics Education and interim chair of the Department of Health, Physical 
and Secondary Education at Fayetteville State University (FSU), has been named a 2020 recipient University of 
North Carolina Board of Governors Award for Excellence in Teaching.

The UNC Board of Governors Award for Excellence in Teaching was estab-
lished in 1993 and honors teaching and scholarship at the UNC System’s 17 
constituent institutions. The recipients were nominated by special committees 
at each institution and selected by the Board of Governors Committee on Edu-
cational Planning, Policies, and Programs.

Eley holds a Bachelor of Science in Mathematics from Elizabeth City State 
University, a master’s degree in Applied Mathematics and Mathematics Edu-
cation from North Carolina State University (NCSU), and a Ph.D. in Mathe-
matics Education from NCSU.

A practitioner and leader in K-12 and higher education, Eley has served as 
a mathematics and science teacher in the middle and high school sector. His 
work as Data Manager/Webmaster for Saint Augustine University in Raleigh, 
NC was the gateway into the collegiate career space, serving as Mathematics 
and Science Education (NC-MSEN) Pre-College Program Coordinator at Win-

ston-Salem State University and assistant professor at Fayetteville State University.

Eley’s exceptional record has been acknowledged with awards and accolades over the years including Middle 
Grades, Secondary, and Specialized Subjects Professor of the Year and Fayetteville State University’s College 
of Education Professor of the Year. The Wynton H. Hadley Teaching Award honoree was also selected as a 
Senior Research Fellow at the Massachusetts Institute for College and Career Readiness (MICCR), MassInc’s 
Gateway Cities Innovation Institute (GCII), and the Rennie Center for Education Research & Policy. Eley has 
served as a Faculty Administrative Fellow at both Fayetteville State University and the University of North 
Carolina System.

Chapter Installation & Induction
On December 7, 2020, the Mu Phi Chapter was established 
at Edward Waters College. Congratulations to EWC’s Char-
ter Members (L.E. Anderson, Gustavo Guzman, Daquon 
Mack-Williams, Brandon Mercer, Julia Nichols, Michael 
Noltion, Annik Segree, Winston Timmons, and Kenya Trice), 
Advisors (Dr. Andrea Cummings and Dr. Felicia Wider-Lew-
is), and President A. Zachary Faison, Jr. on this milestone. 

Regional Director, Dr. Makisha Cheeks, issued the charter; 
President, Dr. Veronica Yon, conducted the induction; and 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer, Dr. Mollie Brown, provided 
remarks.

Source: Fayetteville State University
Date: April 20, 2020
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	 There is no particular order to this writing.  Just rambling thoughts!!!  No solutions!! 
Just rambling thoughts!!   How could all of this be happening in 2020? 
	 In March 2020, the officials in our small town, approved a shelter in place ordinance 
for our town, since we had become an epicenter for Coronavirus Covid 19—Number 3 in the 
world.  That was the first time in my lifetime that such activities had taken place.  We were 
asked to only go out, when necessary.  Our town looked like a ghost town.  No church, wear 
masks. 
	 Then murders with evidence shown on the national television.  It seems everyone had 
a camera and was posting everything.  Scenes which didn’t support what the policemen said 
happen.  I was surprised at the hostility of the major population to the minority population.  
The marches brought back memories of the 1960s and unrest.   
	 So we have the pandemic, unthinkable actions of our local, national and state offi-

cials—with careless disregard for the lives of people. Black lives do matter!!! 
	 We all need each other to survive.  It’s amazing to me that we elect people to political offices and they seem to forget 
what is right and what is wrong.  They know that individuals are making wrongful decisions, but they say nothing and go along 
with it.  What is the problem? 
	 We were brought here to America over 400 years ago as slaves.  The constitution was not written for us.  In all writings 
that you see as it relates to slavery—that is supposed to be our role.   They did not bring us here to be free.  We were brought 
here to serve.  Young people now are being murdered for no apparent reason.  Where is the heart of American?  Who cares?  If 
we don’t work together, we will not survive.   
	 Our national leadership operates as if we are not the United States, but separate states operating on their own.  Those 
who follow right are bullied into submission.  So what do our elected officials do—absolutely nothing. 
	 I never envisioned what I am seeing today.—killing people for no apparent reason—but I grew up  listening to stories 
of how the KKK burned crosses and lynched black men who dared to learn to read or register to vote (doing it today and saying 
the individual committed suicide—really???)  shooting people in the back, total disregard for what is right, virus for which there 
is not a vaccine, people fighting about wearing face coverings. 
	 As I grew up in the south, there were places in my hometown where blacks could not go—hotels, etc.  I worked for 
$.50 an hour doing maid work—the only work that I could get.  There was no McDonald’s or Burger King. I grew up attending 
segregated schools.  I never learned to swim because the city officials closed the pool—no blacks and whites could swim in the 
same pool.  We could take care of their babies, their families to the detriment of our own, but we must remain slaves.  
	 I graduated from a segregated high school and attend the HBCU in my hometown, because white colleges were not ad-
mitting black students to their colleges—without a protest.  Finally, we could attend white state universities.  I moved to the big 
city of Atlanta, to attend graduate school.  In most of my classes I was the only one.  Looking around, I realized that I was just 
as smart or smarter than the other students in the class.  As a matter of fact, I was shocked.  They had us fooled into believing 
that we had received an inferior education because we attend an all black high school and college.  They played with our minds, 
having us to believe everything we were a part of was inferior.  
	 It seems with the election of Number 45 by the Electoral College, individuals are not afraid to let their true feelings 
come out.  We can bully anyone and it’s okay because Number 45 approves and is doing it himself.  Feelings that I thought we 
had passed, are back with a vengeance.  Why?? 
	 It seems to me today, that some of us have fallen into the well or despair.  Taking what others say about us as the truth.   
We are a strong, persistent people.  We have been in slavery for over 400 years and it seems that Number 45 wants to Make 
American Great Again—back to the slavery.  Just because the “leader” gets away with it, because we have spineless learners,-- 
we must come together –black, white and brown---if not, we are going to always have this strife that will destroy this country.  
No one is better than the next person.  We are all God’s children.  Let’s lift each other up and move forward.  Black lives matter.  
We are worthy!!!

Rambling Thoughts of a Senior Citizen
Dr. Mollie B. Brown, Executive Secretary-Treasurer
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Dr. Ontario Wooden, inducted at Albany State University in Alpha Iota Chapter, moved to Alcorn 
State University, Lorman, Mississippi as Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs

Dr. Willie Todd, Jr., former advisor of Kappa Theta Chapter at Clark Atlanta University and Regional 
Director for Alpha Kappa Mu was named Ninth President of Denmark Technical College, located in 
Demark, South Carolina on January 13, 2020.  Letitia Dowling of the City of Denmark-- Good News 
and Pride writes –we have leaders of Confidence and Results.  Our leaders don’t HOPE because they 
know what we are made of and what we can ACCOMPLISH.  Thank you Dr. Willie L. Todd, Jr. and 
the DTC staff for strong results in less than a year.  “We are extremely pleased with the decision by  
SACSCOC to remove the probation sanction, which signifies to the world that Denmark Technical Col-
lege is in compliance with the standards of the regional accrediting body, “ said DTC President Willie 
L. Todd, Jr.

Chapter Installation & Induction
Congratulations to the 100 scholars who were inducted on November 30, 
2020, during the Alpha Pi Mu (Prairie View A&M University) Chapter’s 
first induction ceremony since reactivation. 

Thank you to advisors Mrs. Chelsee Young and Dr. Quincy Moore for 
bringing our beloved society back to prominence at Prairie View. 

In the words of Mr. Frederick Roberts (special guest and former chapter 
president, 1976-77), Welcome “back to the yard!” AKM President, Veroni-
ca Yon, also issued a greeting and charge to the inductees.

While our inductees will always be considered AKMuans, the renewal signifies a stronger level of commitment, 
affords members an updated card (noting them as “active”), and assists the Society in funding its efforts. 

The Cost:
$10 yearly for undergraduates
$15 yearly for graduate students and alumni
$300 for life members (which can be paid in 
three annual installments of $100)

To remit payment, currently enrolled students 
should contact their advisors, and alumni should 
contact the national office (Dr. Mollie Brown, 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer, at mbs03bs@
mchsi.com). Please include your induction year 
and institution.

Is It Your Time To Renew?



December 2020 -  Alpha Kappa MuPage 6

As you settle into the second half of the academic 
year, don’t forget about this wonderful opportunity: 
The Gore/Crawford Graduate Scholarship. The Febru-
ary 14th deadline will be here before you know it! 

Two scholarship awards of $2000 each will be pre-
sented to active Alpha Kappa Mu members. This 
scholarship is named in honor of Dr. George W. Gore, 
Jr., founder, and Thomas James Crawford, Executive 
Secretary-Treasurer. Each chapter may nominate one 
member. For additional criteria and an application, 
please see your chapter’s advisor and visit the national 
website at http://www.alphakappamu.org.

We will miss the following and thank them for the 
invaluable service to Alpha Kappa Mu Honor Society:

Dr. Leland C. Barrows, advisor Mu Lambda Chap-
ter at Voorhees College for 15 years—retired in May 
2020.  Will continue as advisor if Administration 
approves.

Dr. Corene Jackson, Advisor for Phi Beta Tau Chap-
ter, Tennessee, resigned for personal reasons.  New 
advisor to be named.  Served as advisor for two years.

Mrs. Laura E. Daniels Postell, served as advisor to 
Kappa Pi Chapter for six years at Benedict College. 
She is no longer employed at Benedict College.

Dr. Joan Langdon, advisor of Mu Gamma located 
on the campus of Bowie State University in Bowie, 
Maryland, since 2008, has taken leave until further 
notice.  

Retired & Resigned
AKMuans

This year, we further divided the Regions in the hope that having less chapters to work with might make for  
easier work.  The Regions and Regional Directors are as follows:

•	 Region I (North Carolina) Mrs. Sandrea Williamson, Director
•	 Region IIA (Delaware and Maryland) Dr. Joan Langdon, Director
•	 Region IIB (Virginia) Dr. Gerard McShepard, Director
•	 Region IIIA (Arkansas) Mrs. Shannon Clowney Johnson, Director
•	 Region IIIB (Kentucky, Missouri and Tennessee), Dr. Monica Valentine, Director	
•	 Region IVA (Alabama) Dr. Cynthia Smith, Director
•	 Region IVB (Florida) Dr. Makisha Cheeks, Director
•	 Region VA (Georgia) Brandon Henry, Director
•	 Region VB (South Carolina) Dr. Caroletta Shuler-Ivey, Director
•	 Region VIA (Louisiana) Mrs. Marlene Robinson, Director
•	 Region VIB (Mississippi) Dr. Loria Brown Gordon, Director
•	 Region VII (Oklahoma, Texas) Dr. Sonya Armstrong, Director
•	 Region VIII (Ohio, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Michigan) Dr. Fran Dorsey, Director

Regions and Regional Directors 
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Stay “In The Know” Even While You’re On The Go...
Visit our website and Facebook page.

Www.AlphaKappaMu.Org
FaceBook.Com/AKMNational
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ALPHA KAPPA MU HONOR SOCIETY, INCORPORATED
MEMBER (ACHS) ASSOCIATION OF COLLEGE HONOR SOCIETIES

324 Enterprise, Albany, GA  31705-5476
Website:  www.alphakappamu.org

Facebook: www.facebook.com/AKMNational

Executive Secretary-Treasurer: Dr. Mollie B. Brown
Email:  mbs03bs@mchsi.com

President: Dr. Veronica Yon 
Email: veronica.yon@famu.edu

Benefits of Becoming a Member of Alpha 
Kappa Mu Honor Society:
f Development of Life Long Relationships 

f Peer to Peer Networking Opportunities

f Leadership Training/Opportunities

f Enrichment Opportunities

f Growth Opportunities

f Scholarship Resources

f Academic Recognition


